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fun, lectures, and magic. 
Please see our treasurer, 
Mike Salvino, and take 
care of this matter as soon 
as possible. Also if anyone 
is interested in attending 
the Abbotts  magic get to-
gether, August 2nd through 
the 5th, please speak up at 
the meeting, plans are be-
ing made even as we 
speak,  

 

 

 

Randy Weidenhamer 

Secretary Canton 
Magicrafters / IBM #243 

330-933-8787 (Cell) 

Randy.weidenhamer@gma
il.com 

The Minutes—Inside The Meeting 

For The Good Of The Club 

Well spring has sprung 
and it’s brought some 
nice weather (finally) and 
some spring flowers with 
it. Along with the grass, 
the weeds, and the hedg-
es. You know, all the jobs 
that you now need to at-
tend to on your weekends 
off. But magic is in full 
bloom right here with the 
Canton Magicrafters. 
Mike Bishop, our enter-
tainment chairman for 
this year’s November 
banquet, is looking for a 
few good men, or wom-
en, to showoff their magi-
cal talents. We need both 
close up performers and 
stage magicians to con-
tinue our legacy of fine 
banquets. We also are 
looking for a new location 
for this year’s banquet 
due to cost restraints. We 
will be checking out Tom 
Duplain’s church in Canal 
Fulton for a possible spot. 

If you know of a location 
with a stage, seating for 
around 200 people, and a 
reasonable cost, please 
let us know. Don’t forget 
about the giant magic 
auction in Eaton Ohio this 
memorial day weekend. It 
put on by our good friend, 
Larry McMechan. Plans 
are being made to attend. 
Also congratulations to 
Jeff Conley for doing a 
wonderful job with the 
2017 International Battle 
of Magicians magic con-
vention. I for one thought 
that it was another great 
convention. Plenty of 
quality lectures, fantastic 
stage shows, and great 
contests. Many thanks to 
Jeff and here's to another 
great convention in 2018. 
There’s still a handful of 
members who are late 
with their 2017 dues. 
$25.00 is a small price to 
pay for an entire year of 

job well done. And special 

congratulations to 

Michaela Profitt, the first 

place winner of the stage 

contest and opener for 

the Saturday night show 

at the Palace Theater. 

Great job by all of the club 

members.  

Thanks go out to Dan 

Weaver for taking time 

out of his busy schedule 

for taking club member’s 

photo at this years battle 

of magicians. These pic-

tures will be used by the 

club for flyers and promo-

tional purposes by the 

club. Well we were well 

represented at the battle 

this year in the talent con-

tests, both stage and 

close up. Close up this 

year featured Nick Popa, 

Jason Burns, and Tommy 

Fussillo.  And on stage 

we had Michaela Proffitt, 

Brent Schlender, and 

Cowboy Bob Bryant. 

Congratulations to all of 

these contestants for a 

Special points of interest: 

 The Eaton auction is 
coming up 

 Another great Battle 

 We are looking for a 
new location for the 
banquet 

 New full 2 page “Think 
Magic” 

 Michaela Proffitt grand 
prize winner 
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The Illusion 
Meeting Location and Time:  7:00 Wednesday (April 26th, 2017) at The DeHoff Building — 821 S. Main St. N. Can-

ton, Ohio 44720— Regular Meeting—Dinner at Susanna’s Restaurant (next door) at 5:00.  



Card Corner (New) 

From the Secretary’s Desk—”The Battle” 

Is it just me or has magic 

evolved over the past 30 

years. When I started out 

in magic some 30 years 

ago, about 90% of the 

magic you bought involved 

some kind of difficult slight 

of hand. There was very 

little “self working” or 

“gimmicked” magic. It 

seems today that about 

90% of the magic you pur-

chase is labeled “self work-

ing” or “no slight of hand 

needed”. Now don’t get me 

wrong, I'm all for self work-

ing magic. In fact I try to 

purchase quite of bit of it 

whenever I can. But it kind 

of makes me happy to see 

all the young talent at the 

meetings and at the conven-

tions practicing and perform-

ing all the difficult slights that 

I had to learn at that age 

(well not quite that age!).  I 

think that it is great that 

slight of hand still exists and 

that magicians still think that 

it’s important. “Self working” 

and “slighhtless” magic can 

only be used for a few tricks, 

but a good slight has end-

less possibilities which are 

only limited by your imagina-

tion. I know in my magic, 

card slights are harder to 

perform than they were 30 

need for a great conven-
tion, great dealers, fan-
tastic lectures, wonderful 
shows, and a hospitality 
that tops them all provid-
ed by your own club. And 
by the way, thanks to all 
of the member who 
helped set up, tear 
down , and made food 
donations to the room 
this year. It was well kept 
and well stocked this 
year. Great job!!  

Well another bat-
tle of magicians has 
come and gone again 
and I’m already waiting 
for next year. I don’t know 
about you, but this is the 
weekend that I look for-
ward to every year. And 
it’s not because it’s just 
another magic conven-
tion, it’s because it’s af-
fordable and it’s right in 
my back yard. Some peo-
ple can only afford to go 

to one convention per 
year or can only get lim-
ited time off  and don’t 
want the hassles of trav-
eling or hotel bills. If you 
live in this area, then this 
is the magic convention 
for you to attend. And 
thanks to Jeff Conley for 
doing such a great job 
with the battle, especially 
with having to take time 
out of his busy schedule. 
It has everything you 

Magic At The Last Meeting— “Member Magic” 

the MC for the evening, performed a 
spelling card trick to find the selected 
card that only could be done by a “G-
R-E-A-T M-A-G-I-C-I-A-N”. That end-
ed another great night of magic. Let’s 
plan on doing it again next month.  

Kevin King started 
things off with a card trick that 
demonstrated how a gambler 
cheats and the cards became 
linked at the end. Ron Barnett 
performed an excellent JC 
Wagner’s super closer and 
Drew Hutchinson showed off 
what he purchased at the Feb-
ruary auction including a side 
table  and a zombie ball. Nick 

Popa found the two signed cards 
in a glass on the table which was 
there from before the trick. Mack 
Lochridge did a great job with a 
four ace production and Emmitt 
Pennington performed Marlo’s 
aces, a great clippo routine, and 
Tom Craven’s ring and rope trick 
Our guest and good friend, Rob-
ert Souls did an ambitious card 
routine with his business cards. 
And finally Randy Weidenhamer, 
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“Well 
another battle of 
magicians has 
come and gone 
again and I’m 
already waiting 
for next year. ” 

Attention Members 

Last Meeting Stats: 

Attendance: 19 

Members: 18 

Guests: 1 

New Members: 0 

Member doing   

magic: 7 

% of attending mem-

bers doing magic: 0 

38.8% (magic lec-

ture) 

years ago due to getting 

older. But I still practice at 

least 6 to 10 card slights on 

a regular basis. Always re-

member that if you can’t do 

a certain slight, there is an-

other one, that maybe you 

can do and are confident 

about, that will work and 

accomplish the same end 

result. So always remember 

not to shy away from slight 

of hand, and with a little im-

agination and creativity you 

can perform some devastat-

ing magic. Here’s to your 

next performance at the 

card table.  



“When you have a new trick in the show, let it grow as big as it can be…and then keep the best 10%.”  –Richard Pinner 

For my first contribution I would like to share a very simple Card At Any Number Routine that when combined with a few 

subtleties can be a real magician fooler.   This is my take on the classic effect.   This version is called S-CAAN or Sven’s 

Card At Any Number.  I hope you enjoy the simplicity, so that you can focus on the presentation and make it an entertaining 

piece of magic.   

EFFECT: Any Card At Any Number, or commonly known as ACAAN, is a Card Trick that is to a magician the holy grail 
of all card tricks.  David Berglass, David Blaine, Copperfield and others have all performed a variation of this classic trick.  
A spectator picks a random card and the deck shuffled.  A number is selected and the cards are dealt.  The chosen card is 
found at the number chosen by the spectator.  It’s an amazing effect. 

PARAPHINILIA: A Svengali Deck and the same Look Regular Deck.  I have 5 different Svengali decks with different 

force cards.  This allows me, with a deck switch, to repeat the effect with a different card.   You can order them from your 

local dealer or web site and request the Force Cards you want. 

HISTORY: The Svengali Deck of cards is a Trick Deck that is based on an old principle that can be found in The Discover-

ie of Witchcraft and Clever and Pleasant Inventions (both from 1584), and which is commonly known as the Blow Book.  

W. D. LeRoy appears to be the first to sell it as the name "Svengali", which comes from George du Maurier's 1894 novel 

Trilby where Svengali is a fictional hypnotist in the novel.   In the 1960s and 1970s, Marshall Brodien sold millions of Sven-

gali decks under the name TV Magic Cards.  This deck is also sometimes referred to as a Long and Short Deck and in Eu-

rope as the Radio Deck.  Every other card in the deck is the force card. 

The deck can be dribbled or riffled to create the illusion that the deck is completely ordinary. It can even be shuffled and the 

Chosen card can appear practically anywhere in the deck, making tricks like the Ambitious Card and ACAAN incredibly 

simple. You can if you desire, show all the cards are suddenly all the same card as the chosen one, however, I feel this takes 

away from the miracle of the ACAAN routine and therefore I do not use this feature of the deck.  A few Handlings of the 

deck can be found in Tarbell Volume 4, The Encyclopedia of Card Tricks (1937) and Greater Magic (1938). 

TO PREPARE:  Have two decks of cards, one regular and one Svengali deck.  I use Bicycle Red Back decks for my regu-

lar pack and my Svengali pack.  Place the regular deck into your left side jacket pocket, separated by a piece of card board 

or card stock.  This will allow you to perform a deck switch easily.  When you put the Svengali deck into your pocket, put it 

on the opposite side of the card board and easily grab the other deck.   

TO PERFORM: The Svengali deck is taken out of the box and shuffled several times.  Riffle shuffling and weaving the 

cards together will not interfere with the special quality of the Svengali Deck (see pictures below).  This will fool many ma-

gicians.  Ask a spectator to say stop as you drop cards down or riffle down the edges.  When the spectator says stop, show 

them the card where they stopped.  The card is retained in the position and the cards shuffled a few more times.  Ask the 

spectator to call out a number between 1 and 52.  When the number is called out, count down to that number and revel the 

card before as being different.  Their card is then reveled at the number called. 

Additional Thoughts: With a single deck of Svengali cards, you can perform the effect, then after, shuffle the cards up 

again and have the spectator name a different number.  And the cards are counted down and the chosen card reveled at the 

number called out for a second time. 

Shuffling the cards hides the fact that you are using a Svengali deck.  Few magicians know that you can shuffle the deck and 

still maintain the special use of it.  Your Svengali Deck Force card should be the first card, with an indifferent card on the 

bottom.  This will have your force card at odd numbers throughout the deck.  You can now flash the bottom cards as you 

shuffle to subtly show indifferent cards to the audience.  You could perform a double lift and show that the chosen card is 

not on top of the deck too, although  I would not recommend this as too much showing a “regular” deck will bring about 

more suspicion. 

Continued on next page…... 

THINK MAGIC 7: Emmitt Pennington’s ACAAN Routine  



As set up with the Force Card on top, it is important to remember that if the chosen number is odd, you are set.  You can count to 

that number since the chosen card is at an odd number throughout the pack.  If the number is even, however, you will need to do 

a double lift at the beginning of the count in order to put the chosen card at an even number.  Or a variation is to count from the 

bottom of the deck, which will place the Force card at even numbers throughout the deck. 

With this variation, you can ask the spectator if they want you to count from the top of the deck or from the bottom of the deck.  

And then proceed normally; that is if counting from the top the Force card is at odd number and if counting from the bottom the 

Force card is at even numbers. 

In my routine I follow up S-CAAN with an Ambitious Routine with the Svengali deck.  I split the deck and ask the spectator to 

eliminate one of the piles.  As the pile is eliminated I put it in my left jacket pocket on the opposite side of the card board divider.  

I cut the remaining pile and repeat until there is only two cards separated on the table.  At the end of the effect, the spectator is 

left with their card.  I put that in my pocket as if I am grabbing the eliminated deck of cards as I grab the Regular deck.  Have the 

a duplicate force card on the top of the regular deck, so when you pull it out, you can show the Chosen card and then shuffle it 

into deck.   

You are now in a position to perform other card effects without the audience realizing the deck was switched under the guise of 

getting rid of the discarded piles. 

Contributor Emmett Pennington www.EmmettMagic.com 

 

Fig 1: Every other card is the force card.  The long/short cards can 

be shuffled and retain its uniqueness. 

THINK MAGIC 7: Emmitt Pennington’s ACAAN Routine 

(Continued from previous page) 

If you have anything that you wish to contribute to the “Think Magic” column in the monthly Canton 

Magicrafters newsletter, please email it to Emmitt Pennington at egpennington@hotmail.com 

http://www.EmmettMagic.com


Canton Magicrafters Classified Ads / Web Sites 

The Magic Calendar For 2016 and More 

 

 

Rick Everhart 

Www.everhartmagic.com 

 

Tim Royer 

Www.atpenspencils.wee 

bly.com 

 

John Walker 

Www.jw-magic.com 

 

Jim Klayder 

jim@jupitermagictheater.com 

 

Emmitt Pennington 

Emmittmagic.com 

 

Randy Weidenhamer 

Www.themagicofrandy.com 

 

John Mayer 

Www.mmpmagic.com 

 

Dan Weaver 

Www.photosbydanweaver.com 

 

Michael Oddo 

Www.michaeloddo.com 

 

Michael Bishop 

Www.hypnomike.com 

 

Jeff Conley 

Www.misterjeff.com 

 

Bill McKinney 

Www.magic-by-bill.com 

 

Jeff Potts 

Www.bunglestheclown.com 

 

Mike Salvino 

Www.salvinomagic.com 

 

Jeff Conley 

Www.battleofmagicians.com 

August 2—5, 2017            

Abbotts magic get together 

in Colon Michigan.  

September 27th, 2017            

Canton Magicrafters meet-

ing for 2017—DeHoff Build-

ing—7:00 PM—Regular 

meeting 

 

May 27th & 28th 2017           

Eaton Ohio 2 day magic 

auction with Larry 

McMechan 

May 31th, 2017            

Canton Magicrafters meet-

ing for 2017—DeHoff Build-

ing—7:00 PM—Regular 

meeting 

June 28th, 2017           

Canton Magicrafters meet-

ing for 2017—DeHoff Build-

ing—7:00 PM—Regular 

meeting 

July 26th, 2017            

Canton Magicrafters meet-

ing for 2017—DeHoff Build-

ing—7:00 PM—Regular 

meeting 
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The Canton Magicrafters were organized around 1940 by 

a group of magicians from Canton Ohio to further the art 

of magic and the allied arts in Canton Ohio and the sur-

rounding areas. The club disbanded and was later re-

formed in 1960. The first meeting hosted 10 magicians. 

The Canton Magicrafters, as we are called now, quickly 

grew to 26 members and became a chartered I.B.M. 

Ring, # 243, on April 15, 1977. We now boast a member-

ship of more than 45 magicians of all ages, styles, abili-

ties, and skill levels from all over Stark County and be-

yond. Monthly meeting, banquets and shows, auctions, 

picnics, club library, lectures, and much more are just a 

few of the things the Canton Magicrafters have to offer 

their members. The Canton Magicrafters have a proud 

history of serving the magic community in Stark County 

for many years, and we hope to continue for many more.  

Canton Magicrafters 

The DeHoff Building 
821 S. Main St. 

North Canton, Ohio 44720 

Randy Weidenhamer / Secretary 
Phone: 330-933-8787 (Cell) 

E-mail: 
randy.weidenhamer@sbcglobal.net 

Put A Little Magic Into Your Life And 
See You At The Meeting! 

We’re on the Web: 

www.cantonmagicrafters.com 

Next Meeting: 
May 31th, 2017 

I.B.M. Ring # 243 

Canton Ohio 

2017 Battle of Magicians Photo Magic  

  


