The Illusion

Next Meeting:
March 28th, 2018
Volume 6, Issue 3
March 2018

Meeting Location and Time: 7:00 Wednesday (March 28th, 2018) at The DeHoff Building — 821 S. Main St. N.
Canton, Ohio 44720— Regular meeting—Bring magic—Dinner at Varieties Restaurant at 5:00 .

The Minutes—Inside The Meeting
Well the weatherman
says it’s spring? I guess
that he hasn’t looked out
the window lately. Well
that’s Ohio. But spring is
right around the corner
and so is the International
Battle of Magicians magic
convention. Ken
Hutchinson has graciously agreed to be our hospitality room chairman
again. Please give Ken a
hand this year. All donations of food will be excepted, as magicians will
eat anything. Last year
we did a great job of
keeping the room clean
and organized, let’s do
that again this year. It
looks like another great
convention this year
again as Jeff Conley has
been working on it very

hard. Don’t forget to get
your tickets to a wonderful convention right in
your own back yard.
Please see Jeff for tickets
and information. Also
don’t forget that your
dues are due or you will
be subject to a late fee of
$12.00 if you do not have
them paid by the March
meeting. Please see our
Treasurer, Mike Salvino
to pay your dues and get
a new membership card.
If you missed the last
meeting, Mike Bishop,
our auction chairman,
handed out thank you to
all of the members who
helped us have another
successful magic auction,
If you have any suggestions or comments on
how to improve next

year’s magic auction,
please bring them up at a
meeting. We also started a
new committee, chaired by
Jim Klayder. It’s purpose is
to get the younger members more involved in magic and club activities. If you
wish to participate on this
committee or have any
suggestions, please bring
them up at the next meeting. It would be well worth
your time and effort.

Canton Magicrafter. Rory
did a terrific job with his
initiation show at the February meeting. Thanks to
the magical cowboy, Bob
Bryant, for once again
donating the chili to the
hospitality room this year.
Congratulations to Nick
Popa for his show at the
Jupiter Magic theater in
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For The Good Of The Club
The Cleveland ring auction is scheduled for the
1st Wednesday in April
and the 2 day Eaton Ohio
magic auction planned for
Memorial day weekend.
This is a great chance to
have some fun and pick
up some cheap magic.
Congratulations to Rory
Ruben as our newest

Inside this issue:

Alliance this month and to
Kadeyn Steffl for his part in
the charity show at the
little theater in Dover Ohio,
also this month. If you
have anything that you
wish to contribute to the
“good of the club” in this
newsletter, please let me
know and we will make it
happen.

Special points of interest:

 Your dues are due
 Accepting donations for
the hospitality room
 The Battle is right
around the corner
 New committee forming
 Club information cards
are ready
 What’s Next?
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Attention Members
Last Meeting Stats:
Attendance: 20
Members: 17
Guests: 1
New Members: 1
Member doing
magic: 10
58% of attending
members doing
magic:

Card Korner
Well it’s now time to talk
about my favorite thing in
magic, card tricks. I grew
up loving card tricks and I
still love to perform and
watch them being performed. The different skill
levels, the different plots,
and the different props involved besides just the
cards still amaze me. I
think that a deck of cards
screams magic and magician. And ever since I got
involved in magic some 30
years ago, my favorite card
trick has always been
signed card to impossible
location, especially card to

wallet. I performed one of
these at my initiation show
in 1988 and I still love performing it. The idea that a
signed card could actually
travel from the shuffled deck
to a wallet in my pocket absolutely floors me. Just imagine what it does to the
layman. Over the years I
have seen it evolve into
many different styles, skill
levels, and even different
styles of wallets. With the
new style wallets and card
gimmicks, the card to wallet
effect has become almost
sleighhtless. I remember
having to perform many diffi-

cult sleights and having to
contort your body into
shapes that would be impossible for me to do today
just to get the signed card
into the wallet. Yes, magic
has certainly taken a turn
towards the sleightless and
depending on your style and
skill level, this could be a
good thing. So until next
time, keep those card tricks
coming.

From The Secretary’s Desk
“ We have made some
samples of Canton
Magicrafters information
cards that can be given
to people who express
interest in the Canton
Magicrafters.“

We are still looking for a
few good magic lectures
for the club this year.
Nothing interesting has
come along yet. We do
have a chance to get
Paul Richards for 2019.
We have made some
samples of Canton

Magicrafters information
cards that can be given to
people who express interest in the Canton
Magicrafters. This card
contains plenty of information to get people interested and coming to
our meetings. A great

way to grow our membership. They will be ready
by the March meeting.
Also don’t forget about
the Jupiter Magic theater
in Alliance, hosted by our
own Jim Klayder, on the
second Thursday of each
month. It’s a great time.

Magic at the Last Meeting
Kadeyn Steffl was our
MC for the evening and our
newest member, Rory Ruben
started things off with his fine
initiation show. After introducing
his box of “trix”, he performed a
horseshoe cuff escape and
then locked up our President in
chains and locks only to have
the correct selected key to open
the lock. Rory produced a couple of “hot chicks” from a chick
pan and restored a piece of

paper to mouth coils. Brent
Schneider caused a light to turn
different colors depending on
what colored silk was chosen and
Nick Popa used his ESP to determine various info about a deck of
cards. Mack Lockridge performed some fine card magic and
Drew Hutchinson performed
some card magic with green cards
in honor pf St. Patrick’s Day as
well as a fraidy cat rabbit. Ron
Barnett did an amazing book test

and Randy Weidenhamer took an
imaginary trip to the grocery store.
Nestor Banez used his psychic
pointer to determine what random
item was written on a pad and Jim
Klayder did an amazing feat of mental magic with ESP symbols, ala Max
Maven. And finally Paul Snyder
made a coin pass through a rubber
covered glass.

Think Magic 15 : Craven’s Aces Only Triumph
“The easiest way to attract a crowd is to let it be known that at a given time and a given place someone is going to
attempt something that in the event of failure will mean sudden death." – Harry Houdini
“Want to see a card trick?” – Unknown
Cards. The bane of some. Cards are what started me in learning magic. More importantly, Cards taught me the
presentation of magic, the flow, keeping people’s attention, misdirection, handling a spectator and entertaining a
crowd. It’s all there in these 2 ½” by 3 ½” easily carried magical apparatus. In that respect, this month brings the
Magic of Tom Craven. This effect is one of my favorites from Tom Craven’s book My (Almost) 50 Years in Magic.
For those that are not card mechanics, there is no sleights required.
Thanks to Tom Craven for allowing THINK MAGIC to share this routine with the club. For more great magic, including
his “Ring and Rope routine”, the “Datebook Miracle” and the “Ultimate Telephone” (magic over the phone), get Tom’s
book!
EFFECT: A card is selected and lost in one half of the deck that is on the table. The remaining half deck is shuffled
face up into the face-down half that contains the selection. The performer tries to find the selection in the mixed up
deck, but succeeds only in finding three aces, none of which is the selection. The spectator is asked to name the
chosen card. He names the remaining ace. The deck is ribbon spread on the table, and the whole deck has righted
itself face down, except for the chosen ace which is face up.
HISTORY: Triumph is one of Roberto Giobbi’s Top 10 card tricks. The Triumph plot has been hailed as one of the
most powerful card tricks of all time. Triumph has become the name for an effect wherein a deck of cards is mixed
face-up and face-down, and then magically righted, with the exception of a selected card. The name comes from Dai
Vernon's "Triumph," published in Stars of Magic in 1946.
Magipedia informs us that the effect itself was not new when Vernon published Triumph, although his method for accomplishing it certainly was. The first trick where cards mixed face-up and face-down are magically righted was Theodore DeLand's marketed item called "Inverto" (August 1914). It involved the performer dealing the pack onto the table
in a pile, flipping every other card face-up, before showing that the cards were all facing the same direction. It was
accomplished with a mechanical deck, with every other card being double-backed. The trick was a favorite of Nate
Leipzig, who called his version "Reverso." It was eventually published in Dai Vernon's Tribute to Nate Leipzig. And
when Jacob Daley's Notebooks was finally published in 1971, entry 21, "Vernon's Magic Mix," described Vernon's
own handling of the DeLand principle, probably dating from the thirties.
A few years after DeLand's "Inverto," in 1919, Charles T. Jordan marketed his version of the trick, "Ultimo," which
used the same principle, but had an improved mechanical deck design. Around the same time, Jordan was also selling an instruction sheet for his "Reversed Cards," which was a method to accomplish the feat with a regular deck of
cards. Jordan's "Reversed Cards" was reprinted in Encyclopedia of Card Tricks (1937, p. 355) and in Charles Jordan's Best Card Tricks, compiled by Karl Fulves (1992, p. 66).
The first published trick to incorporate a selected card to the face-up/face-down mix was "The S. L. Reversed Card,"
by Sid Lorraine. It appeared in 1937 in John Braun and Stewart Judah's Subtle Problems You Will Do. Lorraine
used his Slop Shuffle to accomplish the effect. Interestingly, when The Lost Notebooks of John Northern Hilliard
was published in 2001, it detailed a trick by Stewart Judah in which he had added a selected card to what was essentially DeLand's "Inverto." Although it wasn't published until the notebooks were discovered, the idea dates to the midthirties.
Another mechanical version, inspired by Vernon's "Triumph," was marketed by U.F. Grant in 1948 and called "Cheek
to Cheek."
PARAPHINILIA: A regular deck of cards.
TO PREPARE: Unknown to the spectators, the four aces are on top of the deck, and the bottom card is face up. No
sleights are required.

TO PERFORM: The deck is held in the left hand dealing position. The spectator is invited to cut off approximately
10 to 15 cards from the top of the deck, and to replace them face up. The spectator is now told to cut off about 30
to 40 cards, and turn the whole packet over. This is the Balducci/Christ cut deeper force. Thumb all the face up
cards to the right, where they are taken by the right hand. The top face down card is given to the spectator who is
asked to remember it. As he looks at the card, the right hand spreads the packet of face-up cards – face up on the
table and at the same time, the left hand turns palm down and deposits its packet on the table. Point to the spread
and remark that the spectator could have cut to any of them. The selection is taken from the spectator, and without
looking at it, you insert it face down into what the spectator thinks is a face-down packet, about the center.
You now riffle shuffle the two packets together as follow. At least three cards must fall from the face-down packet
at the start of the shuffle, and the face-down card must fall last. As a check, you should now have three aces face
up on the bottom, followed by the balance of the deck face up (with the selection face down within it), and an indifferent card face down on top. With the deck squared, you are now going to show the mixed up (face up and face
down) condition.
The right hand cuts off a little less than half from the top of the deck, and places them on the table to the right. This
will insure that the selection is in the bottom half, which is where it must be. The spectator sees a face-down card
on top of the right packet, and face-up card on top of the left packet. The right hand picks up the left packet from
above as the left index finger points to the face-up card showing on the right packet. The right hand turns palm up
and the left finger points to a back. The right hand turns palm down and places its packet on the left hand in dealing position. The right hand now picks up the tabled packet from above. The left index finger points to the back
that is showing on the right hand packet. At this point, the left hand is palm up, and the right hand is palm down.
Both hands now turn over and the left finger points to another back on the right packet. The spectator has seen
that one packet has a back and a face showing, and the other packet has a back and a back. The left hand stays
palm down and places its packet on the table. The right hand turns palm down and deposits its packet on top of
the tabled packet. If you have done everything correctly, you should now have half to two-thirds of the deck face
down on the lower portion. This portion has the selection face up within it. On the upper portion is the balance of
the deck face up, and one face-down card on top of all.
The deck is squared, and both hands hold the deck on the table with the fingers at the far long side. The thumbs
are at the near long side. The thumbs lift up at the natural break where the cards are back-to-back. The right
thumb lifts one more card (a face-down ace). These cards are lifted off the deck. The left hand takes the card on
top of the tabled packet, turns it face up and shows it’s an ace. The spectator is asked if that is the selection. The
spectator will answer, “No.”
The ace is placed aside face up. The left hand lifts the tabled packet from above by its long sides, and both hands
turn palm up. This reveals another ace on the right packet. “How about this one?” “No?” That ace is thumbed off
the table with the one already there. The left hand stays palm up as the aright hand turns palm down, and uses its
packet to lever the left packet over revealing the top face-down card is another ace. Again, the spectator denies
that this is the selection. (NOTE: if these actions are performed smoothly, it appears that the cards are coming
from all parts of the deck, when in reality, they’re all coming from the same place.)
The third ace just revealed is thumbed to the table. The left hand is turned palm down and places its packet on the
table. (This packet is all face up except for the selection.) The palm down right hand places its packet on top.
(The whole deck is now face-up except the selection and the top card.) Turn that top card face up as you say,
“Surly, this must be yours.” Place this card face up on top of the deck. Have the spectator name the chosen card.
When he names the missing ace, y6ou say, “Well at least I was on the right track when I found the other aces.”
Spread the deck showing one card reversed. It is the selection
The fact that you found all the aces in a mixed up shuffled deck is astonishing to the spectators. Then when you
reveal the chosen card as the only reversed card makes it a MIRACLE!

FINAL THOUGHTS: You can also ribbon spread the deck at the start of the effect without revealing the face up
bottom card (a bottom block push off as you spread) for an additional convincer of no set up.
To get the spectator to cut 10 to 15 cards you can present the deck to the spectator to cut while holding the deck
in your hand in dealer grip with a deeper grip that only allows them to cut the top 10 or 15 cards. Lay deck on
table and tell them to cut a little more than half. That should set you up for the remaining effect.
Dai Vernon said that “A card trick, or any magic trick for that matter, which doesn’t have an emotional hook is an
inferior trick, a mere demonstration of how clever the performer is.” Roberto Giobbi suggests using Vernon’s
text (patter) from Stars of Magic. Giobbi writes that it is wonderfully simple, but converts what would otherwise
be just a trick into a “performance” piece.
Thanks again to Tom Craven for allowing us to learn a very good card effect.
How about you? Got Magic? Send your favorite routine to share to Email egpennington@hotmail.com .

Contributor, Tom Craven FFFF
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Canton Magicrafters Classified Ads / Web Sites

2018 Club Officers
Jeff Conley
President

Randy Weidenhamer
Www.themagicofrandy.com

Jeff Conley
Www.misterjeff.com

Rick Everhart
Www.everhartmagic.com

Emmett Pennington
Vice President

John Mayer
Www.mmpmagic.com

Bill McKinney
Www.magic-by-bill.com

Tim Royer
Www.atpenspencils.wee
bly.com

Randy Weidenhamer
Secretary

Dan Weaver
Www.photosbydanweaver.com

Jeff Potts
Www.bunglestheclown.com

Michael Oddo
Www.michaeloddo.com

Mike Salvino
Www.salvinomagic.com

Michael Bishop
Www.hypnomike.com

Jeff Conley
Www.battleofmagicians.com

John Walker
Www.jw-magic.com

Mike Salvino
Treasurer
Brent Schneider
Librarian

Jim Klayder
jim@jupitermagictheater.com
Emmett Pennington
Emmettmagic.com

The Magic Calendar For 2018 and More to Come
March 28th 2018 Canton
Magicrafters monthly meeting. Regular meeting. 7:00
DeHoff Building.
April 4th 2018 Cleveland
ring auction– more info
available soon
April 25th 2018 Canton
Magicrafters monthly meeting. Regular meeting. 7:00
DeHoff Building.

May 3rd—5th, 2018
International Battle of Magicians magic convention—
Marriott Hotel. See Jeff Conley for discounted tickets.
May 26th—May 28th 2018
Eaton 2 day magic auction.
More info available soon

May 30th 2018 Canton
Magicrafters monthly meeting. Regular meeting. 7:00
DeHoff Building.

Monthly Magic
Theme:

June 27th 2018 Canton
Magicrafters monthly meeting. Regular meeting. 7:00
DeHoff Building.

Something new
that you
purchased

Photo Magic from our 2018 Magic Auction

Next Meeting:
March 28th, 2018
The DeHoff Building
821 S. Main St.
North Canton, Ohio 44720
Meets the last Wednesday of each
month
Randy Weidenhamer / Secretary
Phone: 330-933-8787 (Cell)
E-mail: randy.weidenhamer@gmail.com

Put A Little Magic Into Your Life And
See You At The Meeting!

Canton Magicrafters

We’re on the Web:
www.cantonmagicrafters.com

The Canton Magicrafters were organized on April 17,
1920 (before IBM) by a group of 20 magicians from Canton Ohio to further the art of magic and the allied arts in
Canton Ohio and the surrounding areas. The club disbanded and was later reformed in 1960. The first new
meeting hosted 10 magicians. The Canton Magicrafters,
as we are called now, quickly grew to 26 members and
became a chartered I.B.M. Ring, # 243, on April 15,
1977. We now boast a membership of more than 30 magicians of all ages, styles, abilities, and skill levels from
all over Stark County and beyond. Monthly meeting, banquets and shows, auctions, picnics, club library, road
trips, lectures, and much more are just a few of the
things the Canton Magicrafters have to offer their members. The Canton Magicrafters have a proud history of
serving the magic community in Stark County for many
years, and we hope to continue for many more.

I.B.M. Ring # 243
Canton, Ohio

