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thanks to John and his 
family. As you know we are 
working on setting up a 
picture session with mem-
ber, Dan Weaver, a profes-
sional photographer. These 
photos (just head shots, 
nothing fancy) will be used 
by the club for flyers and 
posters advertising club 
events. Dan is very busy 
and we are working on set-
ting some type of schedule. 
We are thinking about do-
ing it at the battle, having 
Dan set up his equipment 
and you stopping by for a 
photo. We will let you 
know.    

Randy Weidenhamer 

Secretary Canton 
Magicrafters / IBM #243 

330-933-8787 (Cell) 

Randy.weidenhamer@gma
il.com 

The Minutes—Inside The Meeting 

For The Good Of The Club 

Well the magic auction is 
done for another year 
and boy, was it’s a good 
one. The final numbers 
are in and they are 
through the roof. We set 
club records in every cat-
egory we keep records 
for in the auction. They 
include selling over 
$10,000 worth of magic, 
over 600 items (or bun-
dles) crossed the auction 
block, and triple the high-
est profit that we ever 
made. Thanks to all 
members who made it 
happen including auction 
recorders Paul Custer, 
Jeff Conley, Mike Sal-
vino, and Ron Barnett. 
Also thanks to Brent 
Schneider and his family 
and Mike Salvino’s wife 
for doing a great job with 
the food, also another 
sales record. Thanks to 
all of the runners and 
special thanks to the run-

ners who were not even 
part of the Canton 
Magicrafters. And as al-
ways a big special thanks 
to our auctioneers, Mike 
Bishop and Larry 
McMechan and his grand 
daughters. Without these 
people the auction would 
not be possible. And this 
year something very spe-
cial happened to the Can-
ton Magicrafter’s magic 
auction. Long time mem-
ber, good friend, and de-
voted and active member 
of the Canton Magicraft-
ers, John Sponseller, 
who passed away last 
year made a huge contri-
bution to the club. His 
daughter, Nancy, found 
some more of John’s 
magic and decided to 
donate it to the club’s 
auction and allowed us to 
keep 100% of the profit. 
That profit amounted to 
over $1000.00. Many 

Please don’t forget about 

the Battle of Magicians 

magic convention here in 

Canton on May 4th, 5th, 

and 6th at the Courtyard 

Marriott. Great hospitality 

room, great magic, great 

fun. What else do you 

need. Get $10.00 off your 

tickets as a club member. 

See Jeff Conley for details 

As you also know we are 

changing locations for our 

November banquet this 

year for a more cost effi-

cient venue. We have 

been discussing  the 

North Canton Church of 

Christ, same location as 

our auction. The planning 

for this event needs to 

happen ASAP so if you 

have any suggestions, 

please bring them up at 

your earliest conven-

ience. And speaking of 

auction, don’t forget 

about Larry’s auction in 

Eaton Ohio over the me-

morial day weekend at 

the end of May. It’s a re-

ally great time and we get 

this really good pizza. 

Special points of interest: 

 Read all about the record 
setting auction this year 

 Sign up for the Battle of 
Magicians 

 New location for the No-
vember Banquet 

 New full page “Think 
Magic” 

 Plan for picture day at the 
Battle 
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The Illusion 
Meeting Location and Time:  7:00 Wednesday (March 29th, 2017) at The DeHoff Building — 821 S. Main St. N. 

Canton, Ohio 44720— Tom Franks Lecture—Dinner at Susanna’s Restaurant (next door) at 5:00.  



 

From the Secretary’s Desk—”Mark your Calendars” 

In case you’ve been living 

under a rock lately, the 

26th International Battle of 

Magicians is coming to 

Canton Ohio once again. 

The dates will be May 4th, 

5th, and 6th at the Court-

yard Marriott hotel. The 

man in charge, Mr. Jeff 

Conley, has another fun 

filled weekend of magic 

planned once again. The 

magical lineup includes 

such names as Jay Mattio-

li, Paul Romany, Chastain 

Criswell, Howard Mincone, 

Duane Laflin, Seol Park, 

Shawn Farquhar, Matthew 

David Stanley, Mario Lopez, 

and Cody Clark. Not to men-

tion local favorites like Tom 

Craven, Mark Miller, Richard 

Hughes, and Jim Kleefeld. 

And don’t forget your $10.00 

discount for being a Canton 

Magicrafter. We will once 

again be having our hospi-

tality stocked with lots of 

goodies, magic, and great 

magic show, and a pri-
vate séance. You pay for 
your food. Unfortunately 
the date conflicted with 
the International Battle of 
Magicians magic conven-
tion, so another date 
needs to be decided up-
on. If this is interesting to 
you, please say so at the 
meeting. The decision will 
be based upon interest. If 
you haven’t paid your 
dues yet, your late.     

Important items 
for your calendar! At the 
March meeting we will be 
hosting the tom Franks 
lecture, free to all mem-
bers and only $5.00 for 
non members. If you 
haven’t seen or heard of 
tom Franks, look him up 
on the internet, especially 
youtube. He does some 
incredible things. Tom 
Craven has sent me the 
reviews on this lecture 

and they are some of the 
best a lecturer has ever 
received according to 
Tom. We also have been 
kicking around the idea of 
an overnight field trip to 
Scranton Pa. for a visit to 
the Harry Houdini film 
museum. The price of 
this trip is $225.00 per 
person which includes 
the bus trip, one night’s 
lodging at comfort suites, 
the Houdini museum and 

Magic At The Last Meeting 

and Ireland and Nick Popa caused 
the thought of card to appear face up 
in the deck. Mack Lochridge caused 
the selected card to appear in the 
middle of the 2 jokers and Mike 
Bishop was able to read the mind of 
a spectator and determine which 
movie poster he was thinking of. 

Great job everyone.  

Guest Kevin King 
started things off with a very 
unique card stab and Randy 
Weidenhamer was able to find 
the predicted card with the help 
of an old pocket watch. Ron 
Barnett was not only able to 
find the predicted card but also 
all of the other cards of the 
same value. Jeff Conley found 
the predicted card upside down 

and Ken Hutchinson demoed the 
workings of a pagoda box. Jim 
Klayder showed his mental pow-
ers with the help of an ESP board 
and Kayden Steffl revealed that 
ghosts are real with the help of a 
haunted deck. Bob Williamson 
had some signs to show everyone 
along with other unique magic and 
Drew Hutchinson celebrated St. 
Patrick’s Day with a series of 
tricks dealing with leprechauns 
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“At the 
March meeting 
we will be 
hosting the tom 
Franks lecture, 
free to all 
members and 
only $5.00 for 
non members.“ 

Attention Members 

Last Meeting Stats: 

Attendance: 15 

Members: 19 

Guests: 3 

New Members: 0 

Member doing   

magic: 11 

% of attending mem-

bers doing magic: 

73.3 % (Very Good!) 

fellowship. All donations will 

be gratefully accepted. We 

will be having pizza on 

Thursday night and the 

magical cowboy will be 

bringing his world class chili 

on Friday night. Lunch will 

also be available Friday and 

Saturday. All of this along 

with some great lectures, 

magic contests, and magic 

dealers make this a great 

weekend to remember. Sign 

up for the fun!  



People will not always remember what you say.  People will not always remember what you do.  But they will always remem-

ber the way you make them feel.” 

Let me tell you a story… 

Good stories connect to our emotions.  You can begin your storytelling by combining storytelling with magic to make the tricks 

more impressive.   This month’s guest contributor is Barry Mitchell.  You may recall that he was at the Battle of Magicians in 

2015.  He has graciously given permission to share his routine, “The Puzzle Piece.”  This effect demonstrates powerful mag-

ic through the Art of Storytelling.  I performed this routine at a little girl’s birthday party and the response was more powerful 

than I expected.  I expected it to be a throw away effect, filler…what it turned out to be was a powerful emotional impact that 

by the end of the routine, the handed out puzzle pieces became a precious keep sake to treasure.   

To help you in your routine creation, let’s start with Barry Mitchell’s 4 Step process of creating a powerful magic routine; 

 

(From Let Me Tell You a Story… the art of performance storytelling by Barry Mitchell) 

And now, THINK MAGIC brings you Barry Mitchel’s The Puzzle Piece. 

Effect:  A lesson in filling in the missing piece (or peace).  A frame with a puzzle is shown with a missing piece.  A band aide 

is put over the missing piece.  When the band aide is removed, the missing piece is magically reappears.  See Fig. 1 

To Prepare:  You will need a picture frame big enough to fit a puzzle.  A puzzle (I used a small 5 inch by 4.5 inch children’s 

puzzle).   A band aide, a Black dry erase marker and a cloth.  Put the puzzle in the picture frame and outline one of the piec-

es of the puzzle with the dry erase marker and color it in.  It will look like the piece is missing.  The rest is in the story. 

Performance: Let me tell you a story…Someone once said, “If my life was a puzzle, I would be one piece shy of the full pic-

ture.” (Hold up framed puzzle with missing piece.) 

I knew a man who had spent weeks working on a five thousand-piece puzzle.  He finished the puzzle and then noticed one 

piece missing.  When he couldn’t find the last piece he searched the house with no luck.  He even searched the yard wonder-

ing if a piece fell out of the box from the car to the house.  Finally, he was desperate to finish the puzzle.He went back to the 

store and bought another duplicate puzzle.  He spent days going through each piece until he found the missing one.  He was 

so excited!  But when he tried to push in the missing piece, it didn’t fit correctly.  No matter what he tried the picture just didn’t 

look right. 

After all his effort and searching for the missing piece he gave up.  He placed a Band-Aid over the hole for everyone to see.  

(Show Band-Aid, but do not erase piece yet.)  The missing piece had wounded his joy.  The bandage seemed the appropriate 

response. 

Can you imagine his excitement if a visiting neighbor noticed the missing piece hidden in the edge of the carpet?  His wound 

would be healed.  He would surely celebrate his completed work. 

When was the last time you shared a missing piece of encouragement or praise with a friend?  Your words of praise and 

cheer could be the pieces that make someone’s day complete.  Your encouragement may be just what’s missing from a 

wounded heart.  You may be holding the piece that someone is searching for.   

Today can be a day you help complete the puzzle in someone’s life.  (Erase the missing puzzle piece with Band-Aid eraser.)  

Before you leave today I would like to give you a puzzle piece.  It’s a small gift, but my hope is that you will place it in your 

pocket, and every time you see it or feel it in your pocket, you will remember that you have the potential to share encourage-

ment and five missing the missing peace (spell P-E-A-C-E) to others. 

 

 Choose an Object 

Brainstorm possible messages 

Choose the one you want to present 

Write the script 

THINK MAGIC #5  by Emmitt Pennington 



Canton Magicrafters Classified Ads / Web Sites 

The Magic Calendar For 2016 and More 

Rick Everhart 

Www.everhartmagic.com 

 

Tim Royer 

Www.atpenspencils.wee 

bly.com 

 

John Walker 

Www.jw-magic.com 

 

Jim Klayder 

jim@jupitermagictheater.com 

 

 

Randy Weidenhamer 

Www.themagicofrandy.com 

 

John Mayer 

Www.mmpmagic.com 

 

Dan Weaver 

Www.photosbydanweaver.com 

 

Michael Oddo 

Www.michaeloddo.com 

 

Michael Bishop 

Www.hypnomike.com 

Jeff Conley 

Www.misterjeff.com 

 

Bill McKinney 

Www.magic-by-bill.com 

 

Jeff Potts 

Www.bunglestheclown.com 

 

Mike Salvino 

Www.salvinomagic.com 

 

Jeff Conley 

Www.battleofmagicians.com 

 

June 28th, 2017           

Canton Magicrafters meet-

ing for 2017—DeHoff Build-

ing—7:00 PM—Regular 

meeting 

July 26th, 2017            

Canton Magicrafters meet-

ing for 2017—DeHoff Build-

ing—7:00 PM—Regular 

meeting 

March 29th, 2017         

Canton Magicrafters Meet-

ing DeHoff Building—7:00 

PM   Tom Frank Lecture 

7:30 PM 

April 26th, 2017           

Canton Magicrafters meet-

ing for 2017—DeHoff Build-

ing—7:00 PM—Regular 

meeting 

May 4th—6th, 2017         

International Battle of Magi-

cians magic convention—

Courtyard Marriott Hotel 

May 31th, 2017            

Canton Magicrafters meet-

ing for 2017—DeHoff Build-

ing—7:00 PM—Regular 

meeting 
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Monthly Magic 

Theme: 

No magic due 

to Tom Franks 

lecture 
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2016 Club Officers 

Jeff Conley              

President  

John Geslak              
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Randy  

Weidenhamer  

Secretary 

Mike Salvino          

Treasurer 

Brent Schneider         

Librarian 

 

 

Figure #1 The Puzzle Piece (Think Magic) 

 

This is figure #1 for the March 

edition of “Think Magic 5”.  

If you wish to contribute a trick 

to our monthly “Think Magic” 

section, please email Emmitt 

Pennington at egpenning-

ton@hotmail.com.  



The Canton Magicrafters were organized around 1940 by 

a group of magicians from Canton Ohio to further the art 

of magic and the allied arts in Canton Ohio and the sur-

rounding areas. The club disbanded and was later re-

formed in 1960. The first meeting hosted 10 magicians. 

The Canton Magicrafters, as we are called now, quickly 

grew to 26 members and became a chartered I.B.M. 

Ring, # 243, on April 15, 1977. We now boast a member-

ship of more than 45 magicians of all ages, styles, abili-

ties, and skill levels from all over Stark County and be-

yond. Monthly meeting, banquets and shows, auctions, 

picnics, club library, lectures, and much more are just a 

few of the things the Canton Magicrafters have to offer 

their members. The Canton Magicrafters have a proud 

history of serving the magic community in Stark County 

for many years, and we hope to continue for many more.  

Canton Magicrafters 

The DeHoff Building 
821 S. Main St. 

North Canton, Ohio 44720 

Randy Weidenhamer / Secretary 
Phone: 330-933-8787 (Cell) 

E-mail: 
randy.weidenhamer@sbcglobal.net 

Put A Little Magic Into Your Life And 
See You At The Meeting! 

We’re on the Web: 

www.cantonmagicrafters.com 

Next Meeting: 
March 29th, 2017 

I.B.M. Ring # 243 

Canton Ohio 

February Photo Magic  

  


