
June 2017 

Volume 5, Issue 6 

Next Meeting: 
June 28th, 2017 

your magical talents for the 
show and letting Mike Bish-
op, our entertainment 
chairman, know so he can 
make the proper plans. Jeff 
Conley is looking for sug-
gestions and comments for 
the Battle of Magicians so 
next year can even be bet-
ter than this year. Please 
let him know. Our Vice 
President, John Greslak, 
has moved to Marietta 
Ohio. We wish John the 
best of luck and we are 
looking for a new Vice 
President. Are you interest-
ed?  

 

Randy Weidenhamer 

Secretary Canton 
Magicrafters / IBM #243 

330-933-8787 (Cell) 

Randy.weidenhamer@gma
il.com 

The Minutes—Inside The Meeting 

For The Good Of The Club 

Well you know that the 
Canton Magicrafters are 
always full of surprises. 
Well I got one for you at 
the last minute We are 
having a surprise and 
unexpected lecture this 
month by Michael Kamin-
skas. Michael will be pre-
senting his lecture called 
“Living and Breathing 
Magic”. Michael Kamin-
skas is a magic thinker, 
creator, and innovator 
and regarded as one of 
the top sleight of hand 
artists in the world. He’s 
been featured in MUM 
magazine, network televi-
sion and is a member of 
the London’s Magic Cir-
cle with silver star. Mi-
chael is a regular at the 
magic castle and the four 
F convention. His lecture 
will feature self working to 
knuckle busting effects. 
This is one that you will 
not want to miss. And 

speaking of lectures, we 
will also be featuring Dan 
Fleshman for our Sep-
tember meeting. If you 
never have seen Dan 
work, you are in for a 
special treat. He will 
amaze you with his brand 
of close up magic. We 
are looking for a good 
design for our new mem-
bership cards. We would 
like to able to do a trick 
with the card. Please 
bring your ideas to the 
meeting. We are also 
looking for a new location 
as well as a caterer for 
our November banquet. 
We will be presenting 
some ideas at the June 
meeting. If you have any 
suggestions, please bring 
them to the meeting also. 
But most importantly we 
need some magicians for 
close up and on stage. 
Please think about volun-
teering and showcasing 

end, then you missed out 

on lots of fun and plenty of 

magic bargains. You really 

should plan to attend next 

year. If you are planning to 

attend Magi-Fest next 

year, the fee is only 

$150.00 but only until the 

end of the month. After 

June 30th, it goes up to 

$200.00. better plan quick.  

I would like to apologize 

for leaving out a couple of 

very important names in 

the last newsletter. In the 

close up contest at the 

Battle of Magicians Tom-

my Fusillo  finished 2nd 

and Emmet Pennington 

finished in third place. 

Great work guys. Also 

thanks to Mary Proffitt for 

donating the Tarbell 

course of magic on flash 

drive to the club library. 

Also thanks to Ron Bar-

nett for securing the 

DeHoff building for 2018 

so our magical meetings 

can continue. If you didn’t 

attend the 2 day magic 

auction in Eaton Ohio 

over the Memorial week-

Special points of interest: 

 Two new lecturers 
coming 

 Magic auction was 
great in Eaton 

 We are looking for a 
new location for the 
banquet—any ideas 

 Make your plans for 
magi-fest and Ab-
bott’s get together 
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The Illusion 
Meeting Location and Time:  7:00 Wednesday (June 28th, 2017) at The DeHoff Building — 821 S. Main St. N. 

Canton, Ohio 44720— Michael Kaminskas lecture—Dinner at Susanna’s Restaurant (next door) at 5:00.  



Card Corner (New) 

The History of the Canton Magicrafters by Mike Salvino 

A lot of people ask me why 

I like card magic so much. I 

think the answer is that it’s 

so adaptable to every mag-

ical situation. It can be 

used in every venue of 

magic, even stage magic 

by using jumbo cards. At 

the close up table, or for-

mal close up as I like to 

call it, it is perfect to per-

form a routine or a story 

using your patter that has a 

beginning, a middle, and 

an end. It’s great for doing 

parlor or stand up magic 

for small groups of people 

and works well for doing 

walk around magic such as 

restaurant magic as it uses 

a very small amount of the 

table. For strolling magic it 

can be adapted to use no 

table what so ever and all 

the magic is done in the 

spectator’s hands. It takes 

up very little pocket room, 

most of the time has a very 

short reset time, and has 

different skill levels for every 

type of magician from the 

beginner to the seasoned 

professional. And they are 

so adaptable with other 

magic props. Add to that the 

fact that card magic is just 

kind of associated with a 

magician by the layman 

be fun to find out some his-
tory of the club. If anyone 
has any information on the 

history of the club – let us 
know. I intend to find out 
more about Brush and sub-

mit another article in the 
future. As many books that I 
have read on the history of 

magic, it is interesting to 
note that the magicians from 

100 years ago had the exact 
complaints about the magic 
fraternity as they do today.  

56 magicians and each one 
submitted a trick at the end 
of the book. Even though 

the book is falling apart it is 
quickly becoming one of my 
favorite books. Imagine my 

surprise as I was reading 
about Charles R. Brush who 
was also known as “Baffles” 

and came to the part where 
it said that he was the secre-

tary of the Canton Magicraft-
ers.  The bio also said that 
Charles invented several 

card and rope tricks and is 
credited for inventing the 
final load apparatus for the 

multiplying balls. He was 
also president of Weber 
Dental Manufacturing in 

Canton (I wonder if any oth-
er great magicians worked 
at Weber Dental). I quickly 

called Randy and told him 
that the Magicrafters were 

around in the 20s and not 
the 40s like it is believed to 
be. We thought that it would 

Magic At The Last Meeting— “Member Magic” 

Jeff Conley showed off some 
fancy handling of three room 
key cards as one of them 
stretched out longer than the 
other two.  

Randy Wei-
denhamer started things 
off with a very unusual 
and random way to finish 
the poker hand of the fa-
mous John Brown. Brent 
Schneider showed off his 
new illusion of the appear-
ing and vanishing radio. 

Mica Profitt found the cho-
sen card in a fan while Ron 
Barnett performed the fa-
mous McDonald’s aces and 
a correct prediction as to 
what two cards in the deck 
the prediction would end up 
in between. Mike Salvino 
performed his favorite card 
trick (?), Sympatric aces and 
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Attention Members 

Last Meeting Stats: 

Attendance: 11 

Members: 9 

Guests: 12 

New Members: 0 

Member doing   

magic: 6 

% of attending mem-

bers doing magic:  

66.6% 

crowd. Card tricks have 

been around sine cards 

were first invented by the 

Chinese during the Tang 

Dynasty. And they will con-

tinue to be around for a very 

long time. So ever since I 

did my first card trick when I 

was just a kid I have been in 

love with card magic. Where 

ever I go, I usually have a 

deck of cards with me. So 

ask me to do a magic trick 

and it most likely will be a 

card trick. How about you, 

want to see a card trick.   

Those that know me, know 
how much I love to read 

about the rich history of mag-
ic. Recently at the Eaton auc-
tion a book came up for sale 

that was written by Dorny in 
1921 title “Trix and Chatter.” If 
you have never heard of Wer-

ner Dornfield, He was a magi-
cian from Chicago born in 
1892. Dorny wrote several 

books and set the standard 
for MC work. “Trix and Chat-
ter “has a short biography of 



“As long as there is illusion and an interest in wonderment and awe, magic will always have an appeal.  Like mu-

sic, art and science, it lives.  The style of presentation must change to meet a changing world, because magic 

must develop and change in step with changing concepts.”  – Harlan Tarbell 

Our very own John Mayer is back again for another great routine, the Linking Ropes!  The Linking Ropes is a 

well-known effect.  If you love the famous Linking Rings trick, you'll love this.  You can carry it in your pocket 

ready to perform anytime, anyplace.  This could be used as a stand-up, Parlor or walk around effect.   John has 

developed a good story line and makes it entertaining not just another magic trick.  The Linking Ropes is an ef-

fect that really packs a punch yet is seldom seen.  I really like John’s take on this routine and I am sure you will 

too.  Thank you John for sharing your ideas and leaving a legacy for the Canton Magicrafters.   

EFFECT:  Three different colored rope loops magically link and unlink in the performer's hands.  The three piec-

es of rope are individually tied into loops. You then take each solid loop, and link the ropes together.  You contin-

ue to magically link and unlink the tied ropes right in front of your audience, not unlike the famous Chinese Link-

ing Rings.  The ropes are really linked - no optical illusion. 

 HISTORY: Harlan Tarbell performed the Linking Ropes in 1928, and included in his Course Vol. 6.  Later the 

Linking Ropes became a magical favorite of some magicians when E.J. Moore created them with magnets.  E.J. 

Moore had a Three Ring routine he performed and marketed it under the name of “the Ling-King Rope.”   

PARAPHINILIA:                                                   

A Set of Linking Ropes  

A Devil’s Hank 

     

 

 

 

 

 

TO PREPARE:  Place the 3 ropes unlinked and wrapped up together inside of the Devil’s Hank.  You are ready 

to begin.   

TO PERFORM:  Begin to tell a story about seeing a magician perform the Famous Linking Ring Routine.  “I went 

to the magic shop to find the Linking Rings but all I could afford was a piece of cloth (display the Devil’s hank).  I 

was told it was a magic cloth, all I had to do was to fold up all the corners and something magic would happen 

(Fold up the corners of the Devil’s Hank).  What I found inside were 3 pieces of rope all different colors (Pull out 

the ropes from inside the Devil’s Hank).  I found out that If I would tie them together like this, they would look like 

the Famous Linking Rings (Tie the ends of each of the ropes to make 3 separate rings or loops).   

“I began to practice and showed my mom.  I put two ropes together and with a pull, a tug, and a twist…like this…

and they look like they are linked (This is a gag.  Hold the ropes together to look like they are linked, one behind 

the other, but they really are not linked).  Mom said they looked so good, but they were not linked.  She was just 

trying to be encouraging.   So I kept practicing and practicing.  I kept pulling and tugging, and to this day I still 

can’t figure out how to get the ropes to link without untying the knots (Really link the ropes this time, as in figure 

3).   

 

 

Continued on next page…... 

THINK MAGIC 8: John Mayer’s Linking Ropes Routine  

Fig. 1: Linked 
Fig. 2: The Devil’s 



I tried and tried but I can’t get any of these ropes to link without tying the knots (Grab the third rope and really link it 

as in Fig. 3).   

“I’ll continue to practice and if I ever figure out how to do the rope routine where 3 loops of ropes link without untying 

(as you talk, simultaneously unlink all the ropes as in Fig. 4) I will be more than happy to show you how to do it.  But 

for right now I am left with just 3 ropes (Untie all the ropes).   

“Well mom always told me to clean up after myself, so I take my ropes, grab my handkerchief; fold the corners like 

before and put the ropes back inside (Use the Devil’s Hank to vanish all three ropes).” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                              Figure #3—Linking the Ropes 

FINAL THOUGHTS:  You could have the spectators actually tie them into loops.  You show them how while you are 

holding the gimmicked piece of rope and they tie the other two non-gimmicked ropes. Then, just like Magic, you link 

and unlink them right under their noses.   

 

 

 

 

                                                                   

Figure #4—Unlinking the Ropes 

Harlan Tarbell sometimes performed with 4 loops of ropes.  To make this routine into a 4 Rope routine, simply add 

another rope.  This can also open up more audience participation, where they can hold two loops and attempt to loop 

them, for a comedy routine.  Or you can loop them while the spectator holds them between their hands, similar to a 

linking Ring move. 

NEXT MONTH:  If you would like to be the next published magician and leave your legacy for the Canton Magicraft-

ers, email me a description of your effect or send a video and I’ll write it up (egpennington@hotmail.com).  Thank 

you! 

  Contributor John Mayer 

 

THINK MAGIC 8: John Mayer’s Linking Ropes Routine 



Canton Magicrafters Classified Ads / Web Sites 

The Magic Calendar For 2016 and More 

 

 

Rick Everhart 

Www.everhartmagic.com 

 

Tim Royer 

Www.atpenspencils.wee 

bly.com 

 

John Walker 

Www.jw-magic.com 

 

Jim Klayder 

jim@jupitermagictheater.com 

 

Emmitt Pennington 

Emmittmagic.com 

 

Randy Weidenhamer 

Www.themagicofrandy.com 

 

John Mayer 

Www.mmpmagic.com 

 

Dan Weaver 

Www.photosbydanweaver.com 

 

Michael Oddo 

Www.michaeloddo.com 

 

Michael Bishop 

Www.hypnomike.com 

 

Jeff Conley 

Www.misterjeff.com 

 

Bill McKinney 

Www.magic-by-bill.com 

 

Jeff Potts 

Www.bunglestheclown.com 

 

Mike Salvino 

Www.salvinomagic.com 

 

Jeff Conley 

Www.battleofmagicians.com 

man lecture 

October 25th, 2017            

Canton Magicrafters meet-

ing for 2017—DeHoff Build-

ing—7:00 PM—Regular 

meeting 

November 4th, 2017   Can-

ton Magicrafters annual fam-

ily banquet  and magic 

show—location to be an-

nounced.         

June 28th, 2017           Can-

ton Magicrafters meeting for 

2017—DeHoff Building—

7:00 PM—Michael Kamin-

skas lecture 

July 26th, 2017            Can-

ton Magicrafters meeting for 

2017—DeHoff Building—

7:00 PM—Regular meeting  

August 2—5, 2017            

Abbotts magic get together 

in Colon Michigan.  

August 30th, 2017            

Canton Magicrafters meet-

ing for 2017—DeHoff Build-

ing—7:00 PM—Regular 

meeting 

September 27th, 2017            

Canton Magicrafters meet-

ing for 2017—DeHoff Build-

ing—7:00 PM—Dan Flesh-
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Monthly Magic 

Theme: 

None: Michael 

Kaminskas 

Lecture this 

month 
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Jeff Conley              

President  

John Geslak              

Vice President 

Randy  

Weidenhamer  

Secretary 

Mike Salvino          

Treasurer 

Brent Schneider         

Librarian 

 

 

2017 Battle of Magicians Photo Magic 

 

More Winners 

from the Canton 

Magicrafters 



The Canton Magicrafters were organized around 1920 by 

a group of magicians from Canton Ohio to further the art 

of magic and the allied arts in Canton Ohio and the sur-

rounding areas. The club disbanded and was later re-

formed in 1960. The first meeting hosted 10 magicians. 

The Canton Magicrafters, as we are called now, quickly 

grew to 26 members and became a chartered I.B.M. 

Ring, # 243, on April 15, 1977. We now boast a member-

ship of more than 45 magicians of all ages, styles, abili-

ties, and skill levels from all over Stark County and be-

yond. Monthly meeting, banquets and shows, auctions, 

picnics, club library, lectures, and much more are just a 

few of the things the Canton Magicrafters have to offer 

their members. The Canton Magicrafters have a proud 

history of serving the magic community in Stark County 

for many years, and we hope to continue for many more.  

Canton Magicrafters 

The DeHoff Building 
821 S. Main St. 

North Canton, Ohio 44720 

Randy Weidenhamer / Secretary 
Phone: 330-933-8787 (Cell) 

E-mail: 
randy.weidenhamer@sbcglobal.net 

Put A Little Magic Into Your Life And 
See You At The Meeting! 

We’re on the Web: 

www.cantonmagicrafters.com 

Next Meeting: 
June 28th, 2017 

I.B.M. Ring # 243 

Canton Ohio 

2017 Battle of Magicians Photo Magic  

  

World Champion and current 

president of the I.B.M. 

Shawn Farquhar with Rick 

Everhart 


