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Next Meeting: 
August 29th, 2018 

making up new member-

ship cards for next year 

and we also will be looking 

for a trick to put on the 

back of them. Please bring 

your ideas and comments 

to the meetings. Thank to 

Ken Hutchinson, our hospi-

tality room chairman for his 

annual report at the July 

meeting. As usual, Ken 

does a fine job with the 

room every year.  

 

 

Randy Weidenhamer 

Secretary Canton 
Magicrafters / IBM #243 

330-933-8787 (Cell) 

Randy.weidenhamer@gma
il.com 

The Minutes—Inside The Meeting 

For The Good Of The Club 

Well it’s been a busy 

summer but we still have 

more to do. As you know, 

we’ve been looking for a 

new location for our No-

vember banquet. And I 

think that we finally have 

one! Our annual banquet 

and show will be at the 

Santangelo’s party center 

in Massillon Ohio. The 

address is 1008 9th 

Street Massillon Oh. 

44647. Ticket cost will 

remain the same at 

$25.00 per person and 

the time will also remain 

the same at 5:15 for 

close up, 6:30 for dinner, 

and 7:30 for the stage 

show. Tickets will be 

available at the August 

meeting with flyers to fol-

low soon after. Please 

take time to pick some up 

at the meeting. And re-

member to sell lots of 

tickets and collect lots of 

raffle prizes. The party 

center can hold 550 peo-

ple so we will have plenty 

of room. As you can ex-

pect, Santangelos will be 

doing the catering and 

not Bill and Mary’s. But 

the food is really good 

and the menu will remain 

the same as last year. 

Our entertainment chair-

man, Mike Bishop is still 

looking for one more 

close up performer and 

about 2 stage performers 

Remember that we can’t 

make the flyers without a 

complete lineup. So 

please volunteer your 

magical talents and let 

Mike know that you wish 

to perform. We will be 

one for each member of 

the club. I feel that this 

could turn out to be a real 

popular part of our monthly 

meeting and a real asset 

to the club.  And our sym-

pathies, thoughts, and 

prayers go out to Ron Bar-

nett on the passing of his 

sister Joanne. She was 90 

years of age .  

Please don’t forget about 

the Jupiter Magic Theater 

in Alliance Ohio on the 

second Thursday of each 

month. The August per-

former was our very own 

Tim Angeloni who did his 

usual fine job. The Sep-

tember show will feature 

our good friend Michael 

P. Lair. Thanks to Ron 

Barnett for his report on 

the magic shows in 

Branston Mo. Where he 

just returned from vaca-

tion. Also a big thanks to 

Jim Klayder for volunteer-

ing to be our first “teach a 

trick” teacher at the July 

meeting. Jim not only did 

a fine job of teaching the 

trick, but he also made up 

Special points of interest: 

 Looking for magicians 
for the banquet both 
stage and close up 

 Mark Miller dealer 
show at August 
meeting 

 New location for ban-
quet found! 

 Working on October 
date for Colon Mi. trip 
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From The President’s Chair 

From The Secretary’s Desk 

Hard to believe it's time 

again for school. As the 

teachers begin the year 

reinforcing the basics be-

fore they learn new things, 

what are some basics that 

would be good to revisit? 

Card sleights? Coin 

moves? That rope routine 

you haven't done in a long 

time? Maybe it's time to 

look at your script and see 

if it can be improved for 

more laughs, gasps and 

awes. If there's something 

you'd like to work on, bring it 

to the meeting! 

I'd also like to thank you all 

for the cards, calls and visits 

following the death of my 

sister Melissa. In the midst 

of the shock and sorrow, 

your love and support meant 

the world to us! It's also a 

reminder that we never 

know when our time here is 

finished. Be sure to tell your 

family and friends that you 

love them and cherish your 

quet coming up.  And 

don’t forget about the 

Mark Miller dealer show 

at this month’s meet-

ing. Mark has also pur-

chased Whip’s magic 

emporium along with all 

of its inventory from the 

late Pat Whipple. Lots of 

magic to choose from! 

We are going to be busy 

the rest of this year so 

here are a few things that 

are coming up. The trip to 

Colon Michigan will hap-

pen in October, date not 

yet set. We also would 

like to have one more 

lecture this year yet. I 

have been talking to Erik 

Tait from Columbus. He 

is the current gold cups 

champion from the IBM 

convention and just re-

cently appeared on Penn 

and Teller fool us. And of 

course let us not forget 

about the November ban-

Magic at the Last Meeting  

Jim even made one for each member 

to have. I think that this part of the 

monthly meeting may become a fa-

vorite for many of the attending mem-

bers There will be no teach a truck at 

the August due to the Mark Miller 

dealer show. But we will plan to line 

up our next teacher for the Septem-

ber meeting. Will you volunteer? And 

remember to bring some magic to the 

next meeting.  

Randy Weidenhamer 

started thing off with a coin that 

magically vanished and ended 

up on top of the chosen card in 

the deck. Ken Hutchinson 

used some animal card and a 

jumbo dice to help his mind 

reading octopus, Oscar, read 

his volunteer’s mind. Jim Klay-

der showed off his coin exper-

tise with a 3 fly routine and 

Nester Banez was able to de-

termine which card his volun-

teer was thinking of from a card 

chosen from a memo pad. Ron 

Barnett was able to determine 

how much loose change his vol-

unteer had in his pocket. But the 

magic did not end here. This 

month started our “teach a trick” 

sessions. Jim Klayder was our 

teacher this month as he showed 

everyone his “six inevitable pre-

dictions”. Six predictions were 

made from a group of cards that 

were shuffled inside a closed box. 

Page 2 The Illusion 

Attention Members 

Last Meeting Stats: 

Attendance: 10 

Members: 10 

Guests: 00 

New Members: 0 

Member doing   

magic: 5 

50% of attending 

members doing 

magic:   

time together. Thanks 

again, and love to you all! 

 

 

Jeff, Beth Ann, Sarah and 

Hannah Conley  

“ We are going to 

be busy the rest of 

this year so here 

are a few things 

that are coming 

up.”  



 

“I was asked why a professional Magician would use an amateur trick.  I told him it's only an amateur trick if it's in the 

hands of an amateur.” – Stephen Merle Kilgore 

Stratospheres is a real mystery when done well.  It’s colorful, simple, magical, and a ton of fun to perform. The beau-

ty of such an effect is the freedom it gives you to interact and play with the audience.  This is a classic because it is a 

classic, that's why it's still around after all if these years.  I hope you enjoy Kilgore’s Stratosphere routine. 

EFFECT:  The performer shows there is just enough room for the three different balls, one on top of the other, to fit in 

the plastic tube. Three balls of different colors are placed inside the tube. The ball that is placed on top of the three 

sequentially appears at the bottom and then in the center of the three balls. For a finale, this traveling ball is placed in 

the box and is vanished. Both doors are opened and you see completely through the box. The ball that has vanished 

from the box instantly appears in the plastic tube! 

 

HISTORY:  STRAT-O-SPHERE was Invented by U F Grant 1962, Manufactured by MAK Magic, a U F Grant compa-

ny. 

Stratospheres is just one in a long line of tricks with the same plot which goes back probably a hundred years. Don-

ald Holmes and Thayer both had versions with blocks. There is also Skeleton in the Cupboard (Closet), and the vari-

ous other holiday themed incarnations (Santa in the Chimney, etc.). Wonder Blocks was a close-up version.  Jim 

Kleefeld created a Stratospheres routine with the balls being apples. 

TO PREPARE: I do not have the cover over the clear crystal tube, I don't want the audience to associate these two 

items as part of one trick, so to speak.  What I do is, I have the crystals tube with the 3 different color balls in it.  The 

solid tube has the second red ball hidden in the top. 

TO PERFORM:  

I tell the kids, "I'd like to play a Mind Game with you". 

 
Presents Stephen Kilgore’s MIND GAME (STRATOSPHERE) 



I have three balls and I am going to take them out of this tube and I juggle a little bit, but if you don't juggle, 

no biggie just keep marching on . 

Here is how the Mind Game works. 

I have a cover and I am going to place it over the crystal tube so that you cannot see the order of the balls 

as I place them in the tube, this is how the Mind Game works. 

You must remember the order of the color of the balls". 

So here we go, What color is this ball ? GREEN ok, it goes in the tube first.  

What color is this ball?  

YELLOW, they call me Mello yellow. Ok it goes in the tube, second. 

Now the last ball, What color? (hand to ear) RED! 

I say let's go over this one more time, I need everyone to help me remember the order. 

What color is on the bottom? GREEN!  

What's in the middle YELLOW! 

And on top? Red! 

Well I told you at the first part of this effect that this was a Mind Game and now it's time to play. 

What you described to me is what you thought you remembered, but when it comes to playing Mind Game it 

can confuse you memory. 

Let's take a look and see if you're correct, Oh my goodness, it looks like something's happened. 

The red ball is now on the bottom. 

And look, everything seems to be mixed up, let's try this again.  

Now I'm going to drop the green ball in so you can see it through the crystal tube, wait I almost forgot, I 

need to cover the tube, let me cover it up and I'll drop the yellow ball in the tube (which pushes the hidden 

red ball into the tube) and now the red ball goes on top.  

Ok it's time to play the Mind Game again, what's on bottom, green. 

What's in the middle, Yellow. 

What's on top, red, Let the Mind Game begin. 

I remove the cover tube and reveal and say to the audience that the red ball somehow past through the yel-

low ball and ended up in the middle, right there with Malcolm in the Middle, and the yellow ball somehow 

moved from the middle to the top!  

So now you are getting a taste of how the Mind Game works. 

Okay I know what you're thinking, that the red ball is the troublemaker. 

I will tell you what let's do this time, I'm going to break all the rules about covering the crystal tube up so you 

can clearly see the order of the balls.  

Drop the green ball in the crystal tube, next the yellow ball. 

Now cover the crystal tube with the tube and as you do your finger pushes the red ball free and it drops on 

top of the yellow ball. 

Okay the red ball really is the Troublemaker, so let's just get rid of him and we'll put him in the House of Jok-

ers.  

Drop the red ball in and revolve the cabinet so the audience can see all sides, now get back in the correct 

position.  

Now that you have seen all sides of the House of Joker's, it time to play the last round of the Mind Game. 

Because this is only a game you must keep in mind that what you have been witnessing is not real, it's only 

looks like Magic, which is a Mind Game. 

I then vanish the ball but when I open the doors, I place the door with a secret Ball against the side of my  



cheek ( it helps protect the angles) and I blow confetti out on stage or in a home I would use a 12-inch red silk 

handkerchief. 

This adds another layer, better than just Vanishing it .  

Now here comes the finale, you raise the tube and there they are all three with the red ball on top. 

Well that's how you can take an amateur trick and get a lot of kids calling out colors and getting the entire audience 

involved and having a great time.  

FINAL THOUGHTS:  If you are handy you can make a couple of small changes. Some magicians painted the in-

side of the top of the outside tube flat black to stop any color reflecting on the inside of the tube.  

Some also painted over the jokers so as to make it just a plain vanishing box.  A great idea is to put different screws 

in the top of vanishing box doors so you know which one to hold towards yourself. 

Kerry Blair uses a change bag due to angle issues with Joker Box.  And when he does use the box, he always 

wraps the ball in a silk prior to placing it in the box.  And Ken Miller added that when you open the box and blow 

through it.....the duplicate silk comes fluttering out! Makes for a beautiful vanish, and distracts scrutiny of the box. 

Their eyes follow that silk!  

Another good story line I remember is to use the old “little engine that could” theme.   

“Three train engines loved to race each other down the tracks, Green, yellow and small little red engine. He went in 

last and said, "I think I can I think I can" He ended up in first place. This upset the yellow and green train and this 

time the green train went first, then yellow and finally the little red engine went last. He said I think I can…I think I 

can and he is now in first place. The yellow and green train said there were some passengers at the train station 

(Joker box). Being a good little engine, he went to pick up the passengers while the yellow and green train raced as 

fast as they could towards the finish line. The red engine went to the train station and noticed there were no pas-

sengers at the train station, the yellow and green train had played a bad trick and that's not good, is it?  So, the red 

train said what? I think I can…I think I can, and (open doors and red silk flies out) with a puff of smoke the red en-

gine went as fast as he could and passed the yellow and green train and made it to first place.  Moral of story...keep 

trying.” 

 

How about you?  Got Magic?  Leave a Legacy!  Email your favorite routine to share  egpennington@hotmail.com .  
Or send a video and I will write it up for you. 

             Contributor, Stephen Merle Kilgore 

mailto:egpennington@hotmail.com


Canton Magicrafters Classified Ads / Web Sites 

The Magic Calendar For 2018 and More to Come 

 

 

Rick Everhart 

Www.everhartmagic.com 

bly.com 

 

John Walker 

Www.jw-magic.com 

 

Jim Klayder 

jim@jupitermagictheater.com 

 

Emmett Pennington 

Emmettmagic.com 

 

Randy Weidenhamer 

Www.themagicofrandy.com 

 

John Mayer 

Www.mmpmagic.com 

 

Dan Weaver 

Www.photosbydanweaver.com 

 

Michael Oddo 

Www.michaeloddo.com 

 

Michael Bishop 

Www.hypnomike.com 

 

Jeff Conley 

Www.misterjeff.com 

 

Bill McKinney 

Www.magic-by-bill.com 

 

Jeff Potts 

Www.bunglestheclown.com 

 

Mike Salvino 

Www.salvinomagic.com 

 

Jeff Conley 

Www.battleofmagicians.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 29th 2018     Can-

ton Magicrafters monthly 

meeting. Mark Miller Dealer 

Show. 7:00 DeHoff Building. 

Mark Miller dealer demo. 

September 26th 2018     

Canton Magicrafters month-

ly meeting. Regular meeting. 

7:00 DeHoff Building.  

October 31th 2018     Can-

ton Magicrafters monthly 

meeting. Regular meeting. 

7:00 DeHoff Building.  

November 3trd 2018     

Canton Magicrafters magic 

banquet. Santangeols party 

center , Massillon.  

November 28th 2018     

Canton Magicrafters month-

ly meeting. Regular meeting. 

7:00 DeHoff Building.  
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Monthly Magic 

Theme: 

Mark Miller Dealer 

Show—no 

member magic 
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Photo Magic from our 2018 Battle  

 



The Canton Magicrafters were organized on April 17, 

1920 (before IBM) by a group of 20 magicians from Can-

ton Ohio to further the art of magic and the allied arts in 

Canton Ohio and the surrounding areas. The club dis-

banded and was later reformed in 1960. The first new 

meeting hosted 10 magicians. The Canton Magicrafters, 

as we are called now, quickly grew to 26 members and 

became a chartered I.B.M. Ring, # 243, on April 15, 

1977. We now boast a membership of more than 30 ma-

gicians of all ages, styles, abilities, and skill levels from 

all over Stark County and beyond. Monthly meeting, ban-

quets and shows, auctions, picnics, club library, road 

trips, lectures, and much more are just a few of the 

things the Canton Magicrafters have to offer their mem-

bers. The Canton Magicrafters have a proud history of 

serving the magic community in Stark County for many 

years, and we hope to continue for many more.  

Canton Magicrafters 

The DeHoff Building 
821 S. Main St. 

North Canton, Ohio 44720 
Meets the last Wednesday of each 

month 

Randy Weidenhamer / Secretary 
Phone: 330-933-8787 (Cell) 

E-mail: randy.weidenhamer@gmail.com 

Put A Little Magic Into Your Life And 
See You At The Meeting! 

We’re on the Web: 

www.cantonmagicrafters.com 

Next Meeting: 
August 29th, 2018 

I.B.M. Ring # 243 

Canton, Ohio 

  

 


