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for tips that is then split 

among the group. Certain 

items are provided for each 

member of the group and 

you bring your own magic 

props and tricks. If you are 

interested in this idea, 

please contact Ken 

Hutchinson for more infor-

mation. As always, if any-

one has any suggestions, 

comments, or wish to pro-

vide any articles for this 

newsletter, please let me 

know.   

 

Randy Weidenhamer 

Secretary Canton 
Magicrafters / IBM #243 

330-933-8787 (Cell) 

Randy.weidenhamer@gma
il.com 

The Minutes—Inside The Meeting 

For The Good Of The Club 

Well hello Canton 

Magicrafters and wel-

come to another Ohio 

summer. Hot and unpre-

dictable. Just like our 

magic. Thanks to Ken 

Hutchinson, our hospitali-

ty room chairman for the 

Battle of Magicians, for 

doing another great job 

this year. Ken read the 

report at the last meeting. 

Our November banquet 

and show is coming 

along as our banquet 

chairman, Mike Bishop, is 

doing a wonderful job. 

We have a new location 

lined up as Tom Duplain 

has offered his church as 

our new banquet facility. 

We also have the caterer 

lined up as we will be 

using Bill and Mary's 

once again. Their food is 

excellent and we have 

used them in the past. 

Now all we need is a few 

more performers, both 

stage and close up. 

Please see Mike and vol-

unteer your magical ser-

vices. Don’t forget that 

we will need help setting 

up and tearing the ban-

quet this year. At our 

June meeting, Ken 

Hutchinson brought up 

the idea of our club start-

ing a strolling and busk-

ing magic unit. If you are 

not familiar with these 

terms, it means that a 

group of magicians, with 

proper permission from 

either the city or from the 

location where you would 

be performing the magic, 

would perform a type of 

street magic working only 

club at no charge. If you 

are interested please 

come and take one or two. 

We are looking for a new 

design for our membership 

cards with a trick on the 

back. If you have sugges-

tions, please let Mike Sal-

vino know. Two are shown 

in this newsletter.  

We are al very glad that 

Tom Duplain, lynette, and 

his mother in law are do-

ing well after their card 

accident. Please keep 

these people in your 

prayers. Also please 

keep John Walker and 

Tim Angeloni in your 

prayers as they are hav-

ing some medical proce-

dures performed . And if 

you are interested in 

magic books, then you 

will want to be at the July 

meeting. Our good friend, 

Chester Gault from West 

Virginia will be coming up 

to Ohio to visit and  he 

will be bringing some 

magic books that he 

wished to donate to the 

Special points of interest: 

 Free magic books at 
the July meeting 

 The November ban-
quet will be here 
before you know it 

 Location and caterer is 
set for banquet 

 Check out the new 
history of the Canton 
Magicrafters 
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The History of the Canton Magicrafters Part 2 by Mike Salvino 

Card Corner  

In the Last Newsletter, I 
wrote that I found some 
evidence that the 
Magicrafters was started 
around 1920 from an old 
book that I bought at the 
Eaton Auction.  The I.B.M 
has a resource called “Ask 
Alexander”.  There is an 
amazing amount of infor-
mation in it. If you are a 
member of the I. B. M. it is 
free. I started doing some 
research on Charles 
Brush.  Here is an article 
as I found it, written by 
Brush in a 1920 Sphinx 
magazine: On the evening 
of April 17

th
 a meeting was 

held in the Chamber of 
Commerce rooms by all 

men interested in the art of 
magic residing in Stark 
County, Ohio. A charter was 
adopted and the following 
officers were elected. Amos 
Rohn, President; Louis E. 
Deuble, Vice President; 
Charles R. Brush, Secretary; 
Roy Shrimplin, Treasurer; 
G.E. Post and Charles A. 
Streb, Directors. Other mi-
nor business and the ap-
pointment of various com-
mittees was next taken care 
of. Twenty members were 
present and all magic enthu-
siasts. After the business a 
very entertaining exhibition 
of Chinese puzzles was giv-
en by Mr. J.H. Ohern of Mi-
nerva O. He had some of 
the wise ones going. Sever-

restaurant magic. For me 

it frees up your card mag-

ic to do a trick with a reg-

ular deck or just add a 

card to create a miracle. 

So don’t trash all of your 

tricks decks. Who knows, 

maybe they will come 

back in style, like the hula 

hoop. Talk to you next 

month, card fans.    

use a few of them, but 

most I do not use any-

more. Trick decks were 

the big thing when I 

stared out in magic. It 

took the place of learning 

difficult sleight of hand. 

Today’s magic market 

doesn’t seem to have a 

lot of trick decks any-

more. Maybe because of 

the price to manufacture 

them now a days. Today 

instead of entire decks of 

gimmicked cards, you get 

only one or two gim-

micked cards to use with 

a regular deck of cards. I 

have to admit that I like 

this concept much better. 

It’s much easier to reset 

the deck and takes up 

less pocket space when 

you are strolling or doing 

Magic At The Last Meeting— “Michael Kaminskas Lecture” 

any ring wanting a magic lecture that 
makes you think and wanting to re-
think many of your current tricks and 
routines.   

We will be hosting one more 
lecture this year as we host Dan 
Fleshman at our September meeting. 
If you haven’t seen Dan work, then 
you won’t want to miss this one.   

 

The Canton Magicraft-
ers were honored to host the 
Michael Kaminskas lecture at 
the June meeting . Michael is 
from Philadelphia and we were 
able to get Michael at the last 
moment as he was passing 
through our town. Michael’s 
lecture was top notch and pro-
fessional and everyone thor-
oughly enjoyed it. It contained 

everything from coins to cards, 
easy to knuckle busting, and even 
tricks that are not yet available on 
the market but on their way. 
Michael’s creative and outside the 
box thinking on magic made the 
lecture even more enjoyable. His 
ideas on chop cups were out-
standing such as a cube chop cup 
made from cards in which the final 
load was a rubrics cube. I would 
highly recommend this lecture to 

Page 2 The Illusion 

Attention Members 

Last Meeting Stats: 

Attendance: 22 

Members: 17 

Guests: 5 

New Members: 0 

Member doing   

magic: 0 

% of attending mem-

bers doing magic:  

0.0%  

(Magic Lecture took 

place of member 

magic) 

al impromptu stunts were 
then indulged in by various 
members until 12 P.M., 
when we adjourned. Next 
meeting May 8

th
 at 7:30, in 

Chamber of Commerce 
rooms. Quite an extensive 
program will be prepared. 
Magicians visiting Canton 
get in touch with Secretary 
at 800 5

th
 Street N.W. or by 

Bell phone 2506.             

That means the Magicraft-
ers are older than the I.B.M.  
Charles Brush wrote many 
articles for The Sphinx mag-
azine. There were even 
some about the early days 
of the Magicrafters. I will try 
to reprint those in the future.  

Hello card trick fans out 

there. I know your out 

there, I can hear you 

breathing. My question 

today is, how many trick 

decks do you have and 

what are you going to do 

with them. Well I have a 

bunch and I throw them in 

a big truck and forget 

about most of them. Now 

don’t get me wrong, I do 



 

“As long as there is illusion and an interest in wonderment and awe, magic will always have an appeal.  Like mu-

sic, art and science, it lives.” – Harlan Tarbell 

THINK MAGIC began as an idea for the members of Magicrafters to share their thinking on routines and effects.  

In essence, to leave our legacy for those that follow.  I still remember the first time I looked through an old magic 

magazine and discovered Charlie Miller’s write up on a routine.  And then read Michael Skinner’s write up on one 

of his favorite routines.  I was honored.  Here were two great magicians that are no longer with us, yet here they 

were, talking to me and teaching me an effect, a method, and ideas to help me grow as a magician.  Their legacy 

was passed to me through their writings.  THINK MAGIC was born out of these experiences and feelings.   

Half Year Review brings us to what we have shared, where we have gone and where we are going. 

I began THINK MAGIC in October 2016.  In November THINK MAGIC shared the idea of keeping a messy note-

book.  This ONE THING has taken my magic to a whole new level.  Jim Steinmeyer has been keeping notebooks 

for years and years.  He says that when he writes he just wants to capture the ideas and thoughts before he for-

gets.  He doesn’t necessarily work on the ideas right away.  Sometimes after years, he’ll read over his thoughts 

and ideas and pick one out to work on.  But to begin, you need to get a notebook and keep jotting down ideas, 

methods, pictures, diagrams and thoughts.  Keep it messy.  Once you begin to capture your ideas, you can now 

begin to pull from them over time and find yourself creating more magic. 

 

 

Note that a lot of magicians “do” tricks.  The better ones “perform routines.”  How do you routine an effect?  How 

do you routine a series of effects?  These questions were answered in January’s THINK MAGIC.  Here we dis-

covered a few strategies and hints for your act.  Vaudevillian performer Charles Windley believes that any time 

we show someone a trick, we are doing a performance and it needs to be routined.  And a full Show is simply 

just a series of routines.  

 

Continued on next page: 

THINK MAGIC 9: Half Year Review 



 

Knowing the Tarbell Course in Magic we discovered in you will find in Vol. 1 this gem of how to routine.  “…a rou-

tine…must be so designed as to gain attention at the very beginning and hold that attention to the final drop of the 

curtain.”  The simple formula is – OPEN and CLOSE, and put something in between.   Tarbell suggests to routine an 

act like the 4th of July; first a flash and a boom, then a trail of sparks, then a moment of hesitation and suddenly, a 

burst of lights! 

Many mysteries are ruined by the performer who takes for granted that, because he knows how it’s done, he doesn’t 

have to have a routine and presentation.   Take the time to apply this simple formula to your routine.  Or as Michael 

Skinner does, tie 3 effects /routines together to form a Performance.   

After learning how to routine a performance, either one effect or a string of effects, THINK MAGIC summarized the 

use of Blocking as a technique to preplan your performance.  Tommy Wonder’s technique of his MindMovie tunes 

itself well to this idea.  Effect placement, item settings, song order, story order, patter ideas and jokes should be 

blocked and diagramed.   

Getting your performance of effects organized and thought about, in February we moved on to learning about how to 

discover your personal Formula with guest columnist Charles Windley where he shared his 60 plus years of perform-

ing experience with you.  Charles explained that “When you eventually figure out what works for you (your audience 

will tell you if you listen) then don’t change it.  You can change the tricks, but the formula is yours.  My personal expe-

rience has been that your formula is not something you sit down and design.  It is something you discover by obser-

vation.”  There is not short cut.  Go out and perform and make notes in your messy notebook  and begin to discover 

your personal formula. 

In March we learned about Telling a Story and shared a routine from the Battle of Magicians participant Barry Mitch-

ell.  His routine “The Puzzle Piece” is a powerful effect.  Not just a trick, but a great story to teach a lesson in the pow-

er of moving people’s hearts.  Barry shared his 4-Step process of taking an effect and building a story for it, which his 

shared routine demonstrated.  I use this routine in my Children’s  Birthday parties and it is very strong magic. 

Closing in on the first half of the year in April, our own John Mayer shared his Cup and Balls routine, “Bar Basketball” 

with THINK MAGIC.  John had the honor of being the first Magicrafter Member to offer his routine and add to the 

group’s legacy.  Following John’s lead, In May I shared my own routine of ACAAN spin with the group, “S-CAAN’” the 

easiest ACAAN you can do.  And this was followed up in June with John returning to share a great Linking Ropes 

Routine with a great presentation. 

Did you find THINK MAGIC while you read?  Look again at every beginning letter of the paragraphs, and you will see 

it, T-H-I-N-K-M-A-G-I-C.  I wish many more members would contribute their presentation ideas to THINK MAGIC so 

that we can contribute to the following generations. A youngster may pick up a print out of this Newsletter and begin 

to read about your effect and be inspired and THINK MAGIC.  Thank you. 

   

If interested in contributing send an email to egpennington@hotmail.com  
 

 

 

 

                                                           

 

THINK MAGIC 9: Half Year Review 

mailto:egpennington@hotmail.com


Canton Magicrafters Classified Ads / Web Sites 

The Magic Calendar For 2016 and More 

 

 

Rick Everhart 

Www.everhartmagic.com 

 

Tim Royer 

Www.atpenspencils.wee 

bly.com 

 

John Walker 

Www.jw-magic.com 

 

Jim Klayder 

jim@jupitermagictheater.com 

 

Emmitt Pennington 

Emmittmagic.com 

 

Randy Weidenhamer 

Www.themagicofrandy.com 

 

John Mayer 

Www.mmpmagic.com 

 

Dan Weaver 

Www.photosbydanweaver.com 

 

Michael Oddo 

Www.michaeloddo.com 

 

Michael Bishop 

Www.hypnomike.com 

 

Jeff Conley 

Www.misterjeff.com 

 

Bill McKinney 

Www.magic-by-bill.com 

 

Jeff Potts 

Www.bunglestheclown.com 

 

Mike Salvino 

Www.salvinomagic.com 

 

Jeff Conley 

Www.battleofmagicians.com 

ing—7:00 PM—Regular 

meeting 

November 4th, 2017   Can-

ton Magicrafters annual fam-

ily banquet  and magic 

show—location to be an-

nounced.        

November 29th, 2017            

Canton Magicrafters meet-

ing for 2017—DeHoff Build-

ing—7:00 PM—Regular 

July 26th, 2017             

Canton Magicrafters meet-

ing for 2017—DeHoff Build-

ing—7:00 PM—Regular 

meeting  

August 2—5, 2017            

Abbotts magic get together 

in Colon Michigan.  

August 30th, 2017            

Canton Magicrafters meet-

ing for 2017—DeHoff Build-

ing—7:00 PM—Regular 

meeting 

September 27th, 2017            

Canton Magicrafters meet-

ing for 2017—DeHoff Build-

ing—7:00 PM—Dan Flesh-

man lecture 

October 25th, 2017            

Canton Magicrafters meet-

ing for 2017—DeHoff Build-
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Proposed new membership card (front) with trick on back (Mike Salvino) 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



The Canton Magicrafters were organized on April 17, 

1920 (before IBM) by a group of 20 magicians from Can-

ton Ohio to further the art of magic and the allied arts in 

Canton Ohio and the surrounding areas. The club dis-

banded and was later reformed in 1960. The first new 

meeting hosted 10 magicians. The Canton Magicrafters, 

as we are called now, quickly grew to 26 members and 

became a chartered I.B.M. Ring, # 243, on April 15, 

1977. We now boast a membership of more than 30 ma-

gicians of all ages, styles, abilities, and skill levels from 

all over Stark County and beyond. Monthly meeting, ban-

quets and shows, auctions, picnics, club library, road 

trips, lectures, and much more are just a few of the 

things the Canton Magicrafters have to offer their mem-

bers. The Canton Magicrafters have a proud history of 

serving the magic community in Stark County for many 

years, and we hope to continue for many more.  

Canton Magicrafters 

The DeHoff Building 
821 S. Main St. 

North Canton, Ohio 44720 

Randy Weidenhamer / Secretary 
Phone: 330-933-8787 (Cell) 

E-mail: 
randy.weidenhamer@sbcglobal.net 

Put A Little Magic Into Your Life And 
See You At The Meeting! 

We’re on the Web: 

www.cantonmagicrafters.com 

Next Meeting: 
July 26th, 2017 

I.B.M. Ring # 243 

Canton Ohio 

Proposed new membership card (front) with trick on back (Randy Weidenhamer) 

  

 


